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On these occasions Mr. Baldwin's intellectual self-immolation is always a source of interest. He reveals an artistic disinterestedness in the course of history and events which is ludicrous in a statesman. He shows that to him there is no connected thread running through affairs, but that haphazard which he no doubt believes tosses him up from year to year like a cork on the waters of public life. When people are governed by tradition, usage sanctifies their actions and new precedents may well be dangerous departures. On the other hand, when tradition is dead and expediency has become an unrepentant rule, Constitutionalism assumes a different aspect. During the course of his explanation, Mr. Baldwin referred to the Cabal and Thurlow's case as if the agreement to allow Sir Herbert Samuel to remain in the Cabinet and vote against his colleagues was a parallel example of what was constitutional. Strictly speaking, he was accurate, but the immutable laws of the feline species need to be varied where the case of the panther is applied to the cat. The fall of Clarendon and the rise of the Cabal was a stage in the overthrow of unitary sovereign authority. Thurlow's case was a development which depended on the accepted ideas of the previous age. Because the case of Sir Herbert Samuel was an analogous departure, it did not prevent it being an extravaganza as Lord Winterton suggested in his speech* From one point of view it could be construed as a challenge to the authority of the administration, from another it revealed the non-existence of any authority in what was a burlesque of government. It was at least a revelation of the insanity of a Government that came forward with a doctor's mandate for a policy, and then wrangled as to whether the patients' windows were to be shut or open, Mr* Baldwin was perhaps right to say that it was a new departure which involved no principle* A cart track is usually a new departure from the metalled road of common sense.
Mr. Baldwin's apology for the first dilemma of the National Government revealed the wreck of an intellect out-bid and